
City of Sebastopol
Incorporated 1902

General Plan Advisory Committee
 Meeting of July 8, 2015

    6:00 P.M.

SEBASTOPOL CENTER FOR THE ARTS
282 SOUTH HIGH STREET

SEBASTOPOL, CALIFORNIA

AGENDA
ANNOUNCEMENT:  Please turn off or silence cell phones and pagers during the meeting. 

1.  CALL TO ORDER

2.  ROLL CALL

3.  COMMITTEE COMMENTS ON MEETING SUMMARY of: June 10, 2015

4.  PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Brief updates on Future Agendas, Action of Other Boards 
and City Council)

5. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE ON ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA - This is for items not on the 
Committee agenda, but that are related to the responsibilities of the Committee. Comments are limited to 
three minutes. The Committee will receive any such comments, but under law, may not act on them. 
If there is a large number of persons wishing to speak under this item, speaking time may be reduced 
or the item may be moved to later in the meeting to allow agendized business to be conducted.

6. Review of Land Use Issues and Opportunities-  The City’s consultant, De Novo Planning Group, 
will present information about land use issues and opportunities for Committee review and 
discussion.  There will also be a small group break-out land use map discussion in the second half of 
the meeting. 
1. Consultant presentation
2. Initial Public Comments (allocated 10 minutes, 2 minutes per person)
3. Committee discussion
4. Summary of input by consultant
5. Public Comments (allocated 10 minutes, 2 minutes per person)

7.   ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM  COMMITTEE MEMBERS/STAFF: 

8.  WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION: 
1. Written community comments on General Plan issues that have been submitted to the Planning 

Department.

9.   ADJOURNMENT:  This meeting will be adjourned to the next regular Committee meeting, at 6:00 
p.m. on September 9, 2015, which will be a review of ‘policy sets’ resulting from past discussions.   The 
meeting will occur at the Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 282 South High Street, Sebastopol, California.

Public Meetings 
The City of Sebastopol wishes to foster a constructive, respectful, and open process through its meeting procedures. 
Public comment is encouraged.  Members of the public have the right to speak on all agenda items under discussion 
by the Committee after being properly recognized by the Chair at a time deemed appropriate by the Chair.  The 



Committee requests that members of the audience refrain from expressions of approval or disapproval (clapping, 
booing, hissing) of statements of other participants, which discourages the expression of a range of viewpoints, as 
well as lengthening meetings. Comments should be addressed to the Committee as a body and not the audience or 
any individual member, staff person, or consultant.  This is an opportunity for members of the public to make 
statements regarding matters of concern about the agendized matter, and not unrelated matters. The procedure does 
not provide for members of the public to conduct discussions with the Committee, the consultant or City staff, 
unless specifically permitted by the Committee.  Comments should be limited to 3 minutes or less.  If this item takes 
more than 15 minutes, the item may be moved to the end of the agenda to allow Committee business to be 
conducted. 

NOTES: 
The Sebastopol General Plan Advisory Committee is a temporary city committee which consists of nine citizens 
appointed by the City Council.  There are also six alternates who may replace regular members who resign in the 
course of the project.   

The purpose of the Committee is to act as a representative community sounding board for the General Plan update 
process, to help identify issues and opportunities, and help shape the policy of a new preliminary draft General Plan.  
Following the Committee process, which is expected to take approximately one year, a formal draft General Plan, 
together with a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be prepared and released for public review and 
comment, after which the Planning Commission and City Council will conduct public hearings, revise the draft as 
appropriate, certify the EIR, and adopt the Plan. The City Council has final authority over the General Plan.  

The Committee members are voluntary and serve without any pay as a public service to the community.  The 
Committee procedures are intended to be consistent with the policy directives of the Sebastopol City Council.  

STAFF REPORTS ON AGENDIZED ITEMS are available for review at the Planning Department during regular 
business hours and at the Sebastopol Library. Agenda materials are also posted on the City web site. Reports are 
generally issued and posted by 4 p.m. on the Thursday before the meeting.  Interested persons are encouraged to 
review these reports.   

LETTERS OR WRITTEN MATERIALS regarding agenda items may be submitted to the Planning Department 
prior to or at the Committee meeting; written materials submitted at least six days in advance of the meeting will be 
included in the Committee's meeting packet.  The Committee requests that if possible, written materials be 
submitted to the Planning Department in time for the meeting packet which also allows them to be posted on the 
City web site; it is difficult for members to effectively review materials submitted during the meeting. 

Disability Accommodations:  If you have a disability which requires an interpreter or other person to assist you 
while attending this meeting, please call the City Clerk at (707) 823-1153. 

For more information regarding the General Plan Advisory Committee Agenda, please contact the Planning 
Department (707) 823-6167, or see the General Plan Update web site at:  http://sebastopol.generalplan.org or the 

City’s web site at www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us. For copies or to review all written documents relating to items listed on 
the agenda, please visit the Planning Department's office during regular business hours.  The Planning Department's 

office is located at City Hall, 7120 Bodega Avenue, Sebastopol, Ca 95472 or call 707-823-6167.

http://sebastopol.generalplan.org
http://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us

